Introduction. The culmination of most traditional fashion design programs is the development of a collection of garments by the seniors for their thesis project. We have developed a unique three-part process that continues over both semesters of the senior year. The concentration and outcome of this approach has routinely provided the students with the resources to produce quality garments that are featured in the annual fashion show. Senior faculty members act as a design team to provide oversight for the students as well as demonstrating to the seniors how a design team can function in the fashion industry. An industry professional is selected to work throughout the year as a critic for the guidance in the formation of the students' collection from the conception to the final garments. The outside critic meets with the students in the design studio at least three times over the course of the year. The initial critique is to make edits to the students' collections down to a final selection. The second visit occurs just before winter break to evaluate the toiles on models to check proportions and to provide fitting details for corrections. The final visit is held a few weeks prior to the show for the purpose of providing suggestions on additional modifications needed. Recommendations are also given on the accessorizing and the merchandising of their collection for the runway.
